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PRIMERHow To Use 8

The Suggested 3-Step Math-U-See Approach 
In order to train students to be confident problem solvers, here are the three 

steps that I suggest you use to get the most from Math-U-See Primer. 

	S tep 1. Prepare for the lesson
	S tep 2. Present and explore the new concept together
	S tep 3. Practice for the student

Step 1. Prepare for the lesson
 Watch the video lesson to learn the new concept and see how to demonstrate this 

concept with the manipulatives when applicable. Study the written explanations 
and examples in the instruction manual. 

Step 2. Present and explore the new concept together

 Present the new concept to your student. Have the student watch the video 
lesson with you, if you think it would be helpful. The following method should 
happen interactively.

a. 	 Build:	� Use the manipulatives to demonstrate and model problems 
from the instruction manual. If you need more examples, use the 
appropriate lesson practice pages.

b. 	 Write:	� Show the problems on paper as you build them with the blocks.

c.	 Say:	 Talk through the math concept as you build and write.

Young children think differently than adults do. They need to see, touch, and 
build with concrete objects in order to understand. Movement is an important 
part of learning for young children because they take in information through their 
senses and their muscles. Use "Build, Write, Say" as long as necessary for the student 
to be comfortable with the new material. One of the joys of teaching is hearing a 
student say, “Now I get it!” or “Now I see it!”

Step 3. Practice for the Student
 Using the lesson practice problems from the student workbook, have students 

practice the new concept. Coach them through the building, writing, and saying 
process. Work together to do as many pages as necessary for the child to be 
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comfortable with the concept before moving to independent work. Do not be 
concerned if the student does not master a concept in Primer. All of the concepts 
introduced at this level will be taught again in future levels of Math-U-See. Use the 
application and enrichment pages for a variety of activities that reinforce the skills 
taught in Primer. You can also go to mathusee.com to find other resources.

Length of a Lesson
How long should a lesson take? This will vary from student to student and from 

topic to topic. You may spend a day on a new topic, or you may spend several days. 
There are so many factors that influence this process that it is impossible to predict 
the length of time from one lesson to another. If you move from lesson to lesson too 
quickly, the student will become overwhelmed and discouraged. If you move too 
slowly, your student may become bored and lose interest in math. I believe that as 
you regularly spend time working along with your student, you will sense when to 
proceed to the next topic. 

Tell me, I forget. Show me, I understand. Let me do it, I remember. 
–Ancient Proverb




